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In the recorded version of the article, Mudede says that he is
inspired by Alian

Baidou’s dictum that “when you philosophize you must begin at the beginnin
g.”

For Mudede in his piece this is the police, deconstructing the
m as a force, as an

entity. I assume this dictum is supposed to have a sisyphean element to it, for

when can we ever say we have ever truly traced our way bac
k to the

My path backwards crossed through this article on Techums
ah in the New Yorker

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/11/02/what-tecum
seh-fought-for The

article is in most part a history of Techumseh and his brothe
r Tenskwatawa but it

starts off with the framing ‘The ghosts of forgotten histories
haunt America’s

heartland, begging to be remembered and exorcised.” The ghosting of the history of

the land that Derrick Chauvin braced his body against as he
killed George Floyd. The

project of Western Expansion was one of creating property, of “rationaliz
ing the land”

into a grid, commodifying, abstracting it into property, makin
g it something that

could be held and owned. Something that had to be defende
d. The land that the Cup

Foods stands on was once Native land. Mudede writes that lo
ng before George Floyd

cashed a bad check, America had given black people in this
country many bad

checks. He quotes Martin Luther King jr, “America has give
n the Negro people a bad

check, a check which has come back marked ‘insufficient fun
ds.’” But before that

check had bounced, there had been many other false docum
ents passed off by

America-treaties. There were many beginnings on the way to
the end.

A fifteen minute drive from the Cup Foods is Fort Snelling, originally a frontier

outpost where many questionable treaties were signed. In 1
840 Dr. John Emerson

brought a man he had enslaved to Fort Snelling. This man, D
red Scott, three years

later would sue for his freedom. He had been brought into F
ort Snelling, ironically

called ‘free territory” as an enslaved person. I won’t walk thr
ough every turn of his

legal battle, but will stop at one of its’ ends, the 1857 Scott v
Sanford Supreme Court

case in which it was decided that black people "are not inclu
ded, and were not

intended to be included, under the word 'citizens' in the Cons
titution, and can

therefore claim none of the rights and privileges which that instrument provi
des for

and secures to citizens of the United States." This was what was decided about a

black body on that land, a chalk line drawn on it over a centu
ry before. This decision

was ultimately partially voided by the 13th and 14th amendm
ents (obligatorialy

mentioning the caveat of the 13th amendment which allowed
slavery as punishment

for a crime). I’m thinking about the importance of this case and the incomple
te end

of slavery as I think about Mudede’s piece, the discussion of
invisibilized bodies in

prison and the importance of their criminalization and incarc
eration for the economy

and for a narrative of that economy. I’m thinking about all that as I think about

property, about land, about what undergirded the pavement t
hat day in May.
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